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NATIONAL OAT BREEDING PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.28 pm]: 
Over the past four years our government has worked hard to rebuild agricultural scientific capability and capacity 
in WA. Those efforts are paying off, with the national oat breeding program moving to WA after almost 20 years 
based out of South Australia. WA-based oat breeder InterGrain, which is majority owned by the state government, 
was successful in its bid for the national program. InterGrain is a true local success story. It has gone from strength 
to strength since 2017, when the McGowan government put an end to the process initiated under the previous 
government to sell off the state government’s share of the business to eastern states’ interests. The national oat 
breeding program is an $11.5 million, five-year research program, with investment from the Grains Research and 
Development Corporation, AgriFutures Australia, InterGrain and the McGowan government. It aims to provide 
new varieties for milling and hay oats allowing local growers to respond to changing market conditions and to 
expand production. Oats are Australia’s fourth biggest grain crop after wheat, barley and canola, and WA produces 
more than 50 per cent of the nation’s total. WA has the resources to support InterGrain, including genetics and 
pre-breeding research by the Western Crop Genetics Alliance, crop production systems research led by the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and marketing and innovation via the Australian Export 
Grains Innovation Centre—AEGIC. At the 2021 election, the government made a $10 million commitment to 
progress a WA processed oat industry growth partnership to expand milling oats production from 150 000 to 
250 000 tonnes per annum to increase the volume and capture growing markets in Asia and India. 
These factors combined will see WA become the centre of excellence for oats in Australia delivering real benefits 
to farmers across the state. 
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